Appendix C: Sample Anchor Papers

Anchor papers provided concrete examples to clarify the scoring rubrics. As
described in Chapter 3, anchor papers were selected from completed tests used in earlier
research conducted by the Core-Plus Mathematics Project. An attempt was made to
select anchor papers that defined the borders between scores, particularly in cases where
it might be difficult to choose what score to assign. Thus, for example, in addition to
“typical papers with a score of 1,” some anchor papers were selected that were close to
“the weakest you could get and still score a 1,” and others were selected that were close
to “the strongest you could get and still score a 1.”

This appendix contains sample anchor papers for Part 1, Question 3.3, for Part 2,
Question 10, and for Part 3. For readers wishing to use the test and scoring rubric, the

full set of anchor papers are available from the author.



Sample Anchor Papers for Part 1, Problem 3.3
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Sample Anchor Papers for Part 2, Question 10



Solve the equation x*+3x-4=0 for x.
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Sample Anchor Papers for Part 3

This section contains 8 of 35 anchor papers used for Part 3. The full set of anchor
papers can be ordered from the author.
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